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Dear Rummel Creek Parents, 

For the past 3 years, it has been our pleasure to have Ricky Mikelman as a part of the 

Rummel Creek family. On April 9th, we will say farewell and best wishes to Ricky as she 

leaves public education in exchange for a new job in the private sector. We have been 

blessed to have her at RCE. The contributions she has made to math and science 

instruction will be long lasting. Her leadership skills have not only had a positive impact 

on our campus but at the district level as well. Through curriculum support, teaching 

model lessons, planning with grade level teams or individual teachers, and integrating 

technology into content areas Ricky has helped move forward instruction in both math 

and science. Students at RCE have also benefited from her gift of time and talents. Her 

famous ñlunch bunchò groups have given students the extra help and support they need in 

building a solid foundation in many math concepts. While we are sad to see her leave, we 

wish her nothing but the best and know that she will be as successful in her new career as 

she was at Rummel Creek. 

  

Sincerely, 

Nancy Harn  

Principal @ Rummel Creek Elementary 

 

 

 

L e t te r  F r o m th e  Pr i n c i pa l  

 

C a l e n d ar  o f  Eve n t s  

 

Happy Birthday!!!  

¶ April 14 th  - Theresa Trevino  

¶ April 15 th  - Carol Ansel  

¶ April 22 nd  - Stephanie Olin  

¶ April 26 th  - Pam Wichmann , Farica 

Davi s 

¶ April 29 th  - Judy Donie  

¶ April 30 th  - Courtney Squillante  

 

http://www.rcepta.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=yPuqoDYo9Lo%3d&tabid=129&mid=551
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Catch our Wave of Appreciation 

Let's shower our appreciation on the following volunteers who gave so much of their time and energy during this last month 

to make our many events so grand.  Thank you to: 

¶ Linda Kleb for her excellent presentation on testing and grading. 

¶ Our Pre-K parents for hosting the Berripop appreciation event. 

¶ Melissa Centanni, Kimberly Hillman and Courtneay Odden for chairing the fabulous 1st Grade Play, "How Does 

Your Garden Grow?"  Thank you to the many parent volunteers who gave countless hours to help make this 

production a huge success. 

¶ A special thank you to the 1st Grade Teachers for their time and energy to create this memorable play 

experience.  Our first grade teachers are Carol Ansel, Helen Ann Brasher, Stacye Foster, Carrie Kohl, Meredith 

McKim and Meredith Ramey. 

¶ A huge thank you to our Pre-K parents who made the Pre-K Rodeo Day a success. 

¶ Becca Howard, Kristy Lancaster, Debbie Moore and Elizabeth Snelling for launching the Geography Running Club. 

¶ Carrie Pickell and her phenomenal staff that completed the yearbook this month and sent it to print.  

¶ Katie Fields, Caia Zapater and the many fifth grade parents for dedicating time to work with our Fifth Graders to 

compile their memory CD pages. 

¶ Every month, there are many committees working hard and planning so upcoming events will be a success.  Thank 

you to those individuals.  We appreciate you.   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

April  PTA MEETING ï  

4.16.10 KIVA  @ 9:30 AM 

 

Come and experience our April PTA 

meeting.  Enjoy our new PTA meeting format 

that includes students' presentations and videos, 

PTA highlights, volunteer recognition and our 

discussion time.  Come share your views.  This 

month's topic is Finance: The Budget and 

Fundraising.  This month, we will be voting on 

our 2010-2011 Executive Board Slate and will be 

voting on the revised RCE PTA By-laws and 

Standing Rules, 2010-2011 Fundraising 

Activities and various budget 

amendments.  Experience a voice in the future of 

the RCE PTA by attending the April PTA 

meeting on Friday, April 16 at 9:30 a.m. 

Then, join us on Thursday, May 13 at 9:30 a.m. 

in the KIVA for our final PTA meeting of the 

year.   

 

 

April  Volunteer Opportunities 

2nd Grade Parents interested in volunteering to help with the 

BUGZ Play - Please contact Kerry Latiolais, Jill Lannen, Amy 

Rincon or Meliza Saldivar.  

5th Grade Parents interested in volunteering for the following 

areas for graduation: refreshments, set-up or tear down or 

Boogie Down Brittmoore, please e-mail Brandy Demeris at 

bdemeris@comcast.net. 

Participate in the child/parent Geography Running/Walking 

Club on Thursdays at 3:10 p.m. on the RCE Track. 

Take the time to help your child write an appreciation note 

during the week of April 12-16. 

Volunteer to run in the Spring Branch ISD Education 

Foundation Run for the Arts 5K Walk/Run. 

Have a few hours to volunteer, please stop by the RCE Front 

Office for opportunities to help. 

 

Exper ience Vo lun teer i sm &  a  Vo ice  

mailto:bdemeris@comcast.net
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L e t te r  F r o m th e  As s i s ta n t  P r i nc i p a l  

 
TAKS Testing 

We are one third of the way through the state testing season. Here is a quick look at the TAKS tests that remain: 

¶ April 6, fifth grade TAKS Math 

¶ April 7, fifth grade TAKS Reading 

¶ April 27, third and fourth grade TAKS Math 

¶ April 28, third and fourth grade TAKS Reading 

¶ April 29, fifth grade TAKS Science 

Teachers at RCE are helping prepare students for the TAKS, but we know that parents are looking for ways they can help their student 

at home. Here are a few suggestions: 

It is important that children get plenty of rest on the days leading up to the test, particularly the night before. 

It is also a good idea to organize a relaxed family meal the night before and plan a healthy breakfast on the morning of the 

tests to ensure children have the ófuelô which their brains and bodies will need to help them to function effectively on test 

day.  

Your student may not feel able to eat a large breakfast but it is vital they eat something so try to encourage them to eat food 

they like. Proteins are best.  They wonôt burn off as quickly as carbohydrates. Fluids are equally important but sugary drinks 

or drinks with caffeine should be avoided.  

The evening before the test, don't spend time "drilling" your student. Instead give them time to relax, play outside, or do 

something that doesnôt add to any stress they may be feeling. 

On test day, remind your child to read the questions all the way. Provide encouragement and support your student and 

reassure them that they can do their best. 

Emphasize that a good try is better than no try at all. 

Make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather and classroom climate to avoid discomfort during the test.  

Layers work best. 

Plan to get your child to school on time so they donôt have to rush, which places undue stress on them the day of the test.   

A Berri Special Thanks 

What a treat the staff and faculty had on Wednesday afternoon just before faculty meeting! The PreK momôs and the PTA provided 

Berripop frozen yogurt for everyone. As if the frozen goodies werenôt enough, there was also a wide assortment of toppings including 

fresh fruit and candies. Special thanks go to Tracy Thornton who delivered the Berripop and created a festive atmosphere with spring 

decorations. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Kleb 
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As school winds up, there are many more opportunities to experience the RCE PTA.  April might bring spring showers, but 

at RCE, it brings us a wave of opportunity to shower our staff, volunteers and expecting RCE staff.  During the week of 

April 12-16, our families will celebrate our teachers.  This year, we have focused on teacher appreciation throughout the 

year, but during this particular week, we are asking our children to send notes of thanks to their teachers.  Please encourage 

your child to write a brief note expressing their appreciation for all their teacher does for them.  Our appreciation committee 

will provide casseroles for the staff one day, and on Friday, our first grade parents will host a delicious teacher appreciation 

luncheon.  During the month of April, Cheryl Diamond has organized our Diaper Shower for all expectant RCE staff.  Please 

look for details and plan to participate in this much appreciated activity.  During the week of April 19-23, our focus shifts to 

our volunteers.  Our school honors our volunteers that week, and on Friday, April 23, we will have our Spring 

Luncheon.  This special luncheon is for all parents and includes a fashion show from Anthropologie, a silent auction and a 

time to honor outgoing 5th grade parents.    

During this month, the fourth grade journeys to Austin on April 15.  This is always a much anticipated and thoroughly 

enjoyed PTA sponsored field trip for this grade.  On April 16, we will have our PTA meeting.  This is a very special meeting 

since we will be electing our Executive Board and voting on our revised RCE PTA By-laws and Standing Rules and various 

Budget Amendments.   If you have a great idea or program that you would like to have RCE participate in then please 

complete a budget survey form.  We will begin preparing next year's budget this month.  The Dad's Club hosts their golf 

tournament on Saturday, April 17.  This is always a great gathering for dads.  The geography running/walking club started 

last week with fifty runners taking to the track.  The children earned miles on the US map for each lap they ran or 

walked.  Our students also can earn miles on the map for each 30 minutes of exercises they participate in outside of 

school.  Let's surf through the miles and get ready for the May 1 Spring Branch Education Foundation Run for the Arts 5K 

Run/Walk. On April 29, Cammie Moise, our resident Online Safety Specialist, will present an Online Safety & Technology 

Parent Education Presentation.  Please look in the Express for details.    A flurry of activity is consuming the 2nd grade as 

this group prepares to perform the BUGZ play on April 20.  Don't be bugged by the excitement of all these events but flutter 

on by and enjoy this performance and the other activities raining down on RCE during the month of April.    

Sincerely, 

Katherine 

 

   

 

Letter from the PTA President ï Katherine Dawson 

With less than 9 weeks left of school, we begin the transition of officers and committee chairs and 

start making plans for the next year.  This time of year also brings a spirit of reflection and 

thankfulness for the many volunteers who made this year's activities possible. 
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Miscellaneous Writings by  

Pre-Kindergarten Students 
 

  

 
                                                                                                      
 
 

     b   

o 

By Ava in Jimmy 

hΩvǳƛƴƴΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ 

By Erika in Jimmy 

hΩvǳƛƴƴΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ 

By Dawson in Jimmy 

hΩvǳƛƴƴΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ 
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Exper ience Enr i chment  

  ODYSSEY OF THE MIND   

The Odyssey of the Mind State Tournament will be held on 

April 17th at Spring Woods High school.  Two Rummel Creek 

teams will be participating:  

 

- 5th grade team coached by Katherine Dawson and Eleanor 

Sheldon for Division 1 Food Court.  The team consists of 

Andrew Dawson, Davis Palmie, Jessica Sheldon, Joshua Chan, 

Katie Coolidge, and Riley Timmreck.   

- 5th grade team coached by Cathron Standford and Debbie 

Mason for Division 1 Return to the Gift of Flight. The team 

consists of Andrew Nash (4th grade), Connor Hanna, Ezra 

Meyer, Roxanne Mason, Sydney Bucek, and Thomas 

OôConnor.    

 

Save the date so that you can stop by and support them at the 

state level. 

 

 
 

CHESS CLUB 

 
One or two people are needed to co-chair the after-school chess 

program for the 2010-2011 school year. USA Chess provides 

the instructors and all registration forms and checks are sent 

directly to USA Chess. The main responsibilities of the co-

chairs would be to coordinate the rooms, liaison with the school 

and USA Chess, and be present at the chess meetings. This last 

duty would be rotated between the chairs. Anyone interested 

should contact Valerie Paul at valadina@yahoo.com 

 

BUDGET SURVEY 

 

The PTA is currently preparing the budget for the 2010-2011 

school year.  The input of staff, teachers and parents is 

important in this process.  Do you have an idea or suggestion to 

improve our campus or curriculum?  We would like to hear any 

and all suggestions.  No idea is too small or too large and all 

ideas will be considered.  Please fill out a Budget Survey 

Request form completely and return it to Marnie Vandenburg 

at 713saintsfan@gmail.com by April 2nd.   You may also place 

completed request forms in my mailbox in the workroom. 

 
 

   

RCE PTA BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES UPDATE   

The Bylaws committee proposed updates to the RCE PTA 

Bylaws and Standing Rules at the March PTA General 

Meeting.   A summary of the proposed changes can be found on 

the PTA website within the minutes of the March General 

meeting.  These updates will be voted on at the April PTA 

General Meeting on April 16th.  If you have any questions or 

would like to review the entire documents for the Bylaws and 

Standing Rules, please contact Robin Howell at 

rohowell7@comcast.net.    

 KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION   

Mark your calendars and grab your cameras...Kindergarten 

graduation will be May 27th at 9:00 a.m .  Look for updates and 

more information in PTA Flashes. 

 FIFTH GRADE GRADUATION   

Fifth Grade Graduation is scheduled for Tuesday, June 1st at 

7:00 p.m.  

Guest speaker will be former NASA Astronaut Gene Cernan- 

ñthe last astronaut to walk on the moon.ò 

If you are interested in volunteering for refreshments, set up or 

tear down or Boogie Down Brittmoore,  please email Brandy 

Demeris at  bdemeris@comcast.net. 

The tradition of Boogie Down Brittmoore will continue at 12:15 

on Wednesday, June 2 following dismissal on the day of school. 

Watch upcoming PTA publications for more detailsé.. 

 

 

 
 

Genera l  Schoo l  I n fo  

mailto:valadina@yahoo.com
http://www.rcepta.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=PZS4O9tpmec%3d&tabid=79
http://www.rcepta.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=PZS4O9tpmec%3d&tabid=79
mailto:713saintsfan@gmail.com
mailto:rohowell7@comcast.net
mailto:bdemeris@comcast.net
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 Our Second Grade Critters Are Hopping So Please 

 Fly, Slither, Skitter, Flutter, Slime, Crawl  

To Their Play: 

Tuesday, April 20th 

6:30 P.M. 

Rummel Creek Cafeteria 
More Details to Follow 

 

RCE PTA Spring Luncheon and Style Show 

Friday April 23rd, 2010 

Lakeside Country Club 

11:30am 

Come enjoy a style show by Anthropologie 

Youõll have the opportunity to purchase òTeacher of the Dayó, òName the Playgroundó and more in our silent auction. 

Weõve gathered some wonderful raffle prizes 

We will also be honoring our outgoing 5th grade Moms 

Tickets can be purchased for $30. Contact Claudine Wright at claudinewright@aol.com 

 

mailto:claudinewright@aol.com
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In-Coming Kindergarteners and Two Way Dual Language 

Pine Shadows Elementary is proud to announce that they are in the second year of their Two Way Dual Language 

Program.  They currently have space available in both the native English and Spanish classrooms, and are still 

accepting applications to the program for children entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2010.  

If you are interested in learning about the Two Way Dual Language Program they will have two more site visits for 

you to see the program in action.  Site visit dates are Tuesday, March 30th from 1:00 ï 2:00 and Monday, April 12th 

from 8:00 ï 9:00.    

For more information please see their 

website   http://pse.springbranchisd.com/  or   http://pse.springbranchisd.com/Programs/DualLanguage/tabid/3445/D

efault.aspx 

If you are unable to make either site visit, Principal Alexia Greiner would be happy to chat with you about the 

program. Contact her at 713-251-6500. 

 

 

 

Geography Running/Walking Club  

On Thursdays during the month of March and April, grab your running shoes & water bottles and bring your children to 

the RCE Track.  The RCE Geography Running/Walking Club, a parent-child activity, will meet on Thursdays from 3:10 

p.m. until 3:45 p.m. for six weeks.  At each session, enjoy a five minute fitness talk from Becca Howard or Elizabeth 

Snelling, then spend time running/walking around the RCE track.  For each lap, the children will get credit for a 100 miles 

on a US Map.  At the first club meeting, your children will receive a running/walking passport to track their laps, and you 

will be given a release form to sign.     

On Fridays, please have your children bring their running/walking passports to Ms. Moore.  For the laps that they run on 

Thursdays, they will be given a sticker to place on a map of the United States that will be hanging in the gym.  Each lap 

will equal 100 miles on the map.  Our goal is to start our run in Washington, D.C. and move across the map.  Their weekly 

stickers will help the children chart their progress. 

If you cannot participate in the running/walking club, but would like your children to track their out of school exercise on 

the RCE Gym's United States Map, please use the attached chart that can be turned in to Ms. Moore on Mondays.  For 

each 30 minutes of exercise they do outside of school, they will be given 100 miles on the map.  Exercise can include 

participation in a team sport; attending a fitness class such as gymnastics, Tae Kwon Do, swimming, ballet, riding their 

bikes or taking a walk or run in their neighborhood, etc. 

Get ready to experience our Geography Running/Walking Club and set your goal to be ready to run or walk in the Spring 

Branch ISD Education Foundation Run for the Arts 5kWalk/Run on May 1 at Memorial City. Hope to see you on the 

track. 

 

 

http://pse.springbranchisd.com/
http://pse.springbranchisd.com/Programs/DualLanguage/tabid/3445/Default.aspx
http://pse.springbranchisd.com/Programs/DualLanguage/tabid/3445/Default.aspx
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It was a huge honor to be invited to TMEA.  This being the groupôs 2
nd

 year to go makes it even more special.  The people, who had 

the privilege to go, will never forget how exciting it felt standing in front of all the people.  I know that I will always treasure the time 

I spent there. 

There was lots of work put into this, and it completely paid off.  I will also never forget the friendships I have made in the midst of this 

experience.  I had a great time being with all the wonderful people.  It is such a thrill to be in this group, and I will miss it next year.  I 

hope that some day, another group of Rummel Creek Singers will have the same experience as me. 

By Katie Hamilton (2009/2010 RCE Singer) 

TMEA was a thrill being in front of different choirs teachers and some family members and friends. We really did well at TMEA. We 

worked hard to get up to that moment. We went through multitudes of practice as TMEA inched closer, and with our impromptu 

performance at the Alamo really did create a great trip. We represented Spring Branch with great intentions and in the end we had a 

fun, thrilling and for me a bit of a frightening time.(I have stage fright):) 

By Ezra Meyer (2009/2010 RCE Singer) 

 

 

Itôs time to Boogie! 

Mark your calendars for the favorite Rummel Creek tradition!  Immediately 

following noon dismissal on Wednesday, June 2nd, the 5th graders will run 

from RCE to the Plaza Oaks Pool. (on Brittmoore, just north of 

Kimberley.)  Friends gather on Brittmoore and throw water balloons at the 

5th graders as they literally exercise their right of passage from elementary 

school to middle school!  If you have never been a part of this, you wonôt 

want to miss out.  This tradition is more than 15 years old and the greatest 

memory for a 5th grader! 

Check the Roadrunner Express for more information as it gets closer! 

Questions or want to volunteer?   

Contact Brandy Demeris, bdemeris@comcast.net 

 

TMEA REFLECTIONS from Roadrunner 

Choir Members 

 

mailto:bdemeris@comcast.net


~ 10 ~  

 

Pre-Registration for Kindergarten 

 
2010-2011 Incoming Kindergarten Students 

 

WHO: Any student to attend Kinder at RCE in 2010-2011 

WHAT: Pre-register with PR Folder and completed forms 

HOW: Deliver completed PR Folders to Nelda Borgfeld April 15th 

 

Complete registration will be in August 2010 

 

Documents needed: 

 

Immunizations (Updated if needed) 

Report Card from previous school 

Proof of Residency must be presented again 

Copy ƻŦ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ όUpdated with correct address) 
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