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Dear Rummel Creek Parents, 

This has been a wonderful year of learning, growing and working together for our 

students and the RCE staff.  We began the year with moving back into a building 

with bond updates.  We have ended the year knowing that in 5-7 years Rummel 

Creek will be rebuilt.  The RCE staff stayed focused on improving the minds and 

lives of children.  Our students bring us great joy and they have worked hard this 

year.  We hope everyone has a great summer break and returns to school 

refreshed and ready to learn more. 

 

We are saying good-bye to several staff members that have other family 

commitments.  I know you join me in wishing a fond farewell to Courtney 

Squillante, Farica Davis, Susan Wilson, Jennifer Chang and Felicia Jackson. 

Also, Bonita Seelig has recently decided to retire.  She has served as a music 

teacher in Spring Branch for 21 years.  The RCE staff appreciates Bonita sharing 

her talents and leadership with our students and staff.  Bonita we will miss you! 
  

Sincerely, 

Nancy Harn  

Principal @ Rummel Creek Elementary 

 

 

 

L e t te r  f r om t he  P r i n c i pa l  

 

C a l e n d ar  o f  Eve n t s  

 

Happy Birthday!!!  

June 7 th  ð Barbara Browning  

June 16 th  ð Alison Johnston, Kate Evetts  

June 18 th  ð Nelda Borgfeld  

June 20 th  ð Debbie Moore  

June 21 st   - Karen Schroeter  
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Catch our Wave of Appreciation  

Final thank youôs for an exceptional year and fabulous, memorable experiences.  These individuals ended our year with great 

success.  Thank you to: 

¶ Kay Hilberth, Elizabeth Snelling & Kristy Lancaster for a fabulous field day. 

¶ Beth Craig, Deb Kopp and their sensational team that made this year's 5th grade graduation reach to the stars.   

¶ Special thank you to Brandy Demeris for her hard work getting Boogie Down Brittmoore organized. 

¶ Robie Wright & Rhonda King for all their special teacher appreciation efforts. 

¶ Biba Dixon, Cammie Moise, Jill Terrell & Erin Stand for finding the talent and chairing this year's Talent Shows. 

¶ Andria Francis and Veronica Herrmann for planting new ideas and for their awesome 2010-2011 spirit items. 

¶ Nancy Cofran and Amy White for working so hard to getting school supplies ordered and ready for the 2010-2011 school 

year. 

¶ All PTA members for catching the wave and surfing in a fabulous experience that will be forever cherished. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  2 0 1 0  -2 0 1 1  P T A  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  

 
President: Marnie Vandenburg  713saintsfan@gmail.com 
1st Vice President: Athena Cashiola  athenavc@sbcglobal.net  
2nd Vice President: Meliza Saldivar  melizasaldivar@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Ching Chan   chinglc@sbcglobal.net 
Assistant Treasurer: Beth Cole  mcole5@att.net  
Recording Secretary: Katie Fields  fields.kt@gmail.com   
Corresponding Secretary: Francine Todes  ftodes@sbcglobal.net 
Publicity/Historian: Shannon Otermat sotermat@comcast.net 
Parliamentarian:  Katherine Dawson  kathdawson@comcast.net 

 

Welcoming Kim Howard as the 

2010 -2011 PTA Newsletter 

Editor!!!  

mailto:713saintsfan@gmail.com
mailto:athenavc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:melizasaldivar@comcast.net
mailto:chinglc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mcole5@att.net
mailto:fields.kt@gmail.com
mailto:ftodes@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sotermat@comcast.net
mailto:kathdawson@comcast.net
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PRE-ORDER YOUR 2010-2011 RCE SPIRIT WEAR NOW!!!! 

Here are a few pics of the itemsé. 

     

Next school year will be an exciting year for ñplanting seeds and growing mindsò at 

Rummel Creek Elementary. You and your family will want to show your Rummel Creek spirit 

at upcoming events, Friday spirit days and on field trips, of course.  

So how do you start next year LEARNING IN FULL BLOOM? By completing the order 

form which came home to you in your child's backpack or printing and completing the form in 

this newsletter which is also available HERE. All completed forms and funds must be in the 

office by MAY 28 so now is the time to act. There will be a limited supply available in the fall 

for a higher price.  

Samples are available in the office for sizing and we encourage you to take time to stop 

by to try them on. No returns or exchanges can be made. Spirit Wear will be ordered over the 

summer and distributed the first week of the new school year so remember to allow for growth 

over the summer!  

In addition to short sleeve tees, we are offering a full-zip hooded sweatshirt, hair bow, 

baseball cap, koozie, lanyard and bumper sticker.  Back by popular demand are the Iron Garden 

Stakes with RCE Roadrunner Logo. Donôt miss your chance to be included in the order.  Show 

your Rummel Creek spirit by ordering, wearing and displaying your Rummel Creek Spirit 

Items. 

The Spirit Committee 

Andria Francis 

Veronica Herrmann 

http://www.rcepta.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=f86g8zkUbPI%3d&tabid=131&mid=610
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Student Council Delivers Childrenôs Clothing Donations  

 

 

 

The Student Councilôs May service project was an all school Childrenôs Clothing Drive.  They collected almost 3,000 pieces of 

childrenôs clothing! Thank you to everyone who supported us by donating. 

On May 18, we loaded all the clothing on a school bus and delivered it to The Star of Hope Emergency Family Shelter on 

Dowling.  There was barely enough room for us on the bus after all of the clothing was aboard.  The volunteers there were 

amazed at the number of boxes and bags we unloaded.  We filled up the whole loading dock! 

The head of volunteer services, Julie Petersin, took us on a tour of the facility and explained how they help families in crisis.  

We saw a room where a family stays, the clothes closet, the toy closet, the childrenôs building, and the kitchen.  It was a very 

informative tour. If you would like more information on the work Star of Hope does there are some brochures in the front 

office that we brought back. 

A special ñThank Youò to Missy Shelton and Jessica Meza for going on the field trip as chaperones. 

Judy Hamelers 

Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Summer GT Testing 

Each summer GT screening is conducted for students who entered SBISD after the regular GT process took place.  

It is mainly to accommodate families who move into the SBISD area in the late spring or summer.  Students who 

were enrolled when the regular GT evaluation process took place are NOT eligible for the summer screening.  Also 

students who go through the summer screening cannot go through the regular screening in the fall. 

The summer evaluation process will take place August 9, 10, and 11.  The location has not yet been determined. 

To participate in the summer program, parents need to register their interest with the Advanced Academics Studies 

Department by August 2
nd

.  The packet for registering can be found on the SBISD website at 

hhtp://www.springbranchisd.com/instruc/gt/gtindex.htm. 

For further information, please call Dr. Breedlove at 713-251-1901. 

Judy Hamelers, Counselor 
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Exper ience Enr i chment  Genera l  Schoo l  I n fo  

  ODYSSEY OF THE MIND   

Odyssey of the Mind 
 

Good luck to the two Rummel Creek teams heading to the 

Odyssey of the Mind World Finals in East Lansing and 

Michigan State University this week!   The students who are 

headed out to represent our school in this Creative Problem 

Solving Skills competition are: 

Food Court- Division 1: 5th graders Andrew Dawson, Davis 

Palmie, Jessica Sheldon, Joshua Chan, Katie Coolidge, and 

Riley Timmreck.   

  

Gift of Flight- Division I: 5th graders Connor Hanna, Ezra 

Meyer, Roxanne Mason, Sydney Bucek, and Thomas OôConnor 

and 4th grader Andrew Nash 

 

Make sure to wish them good luck if you happen to see them! 

 

The 2010-2011 OM problem synopses are posed and can be 

found here.  If you are interested in participating in Odyssey of 

the Mind next school year, or would like more information 

about the program please contact Beth Morita. 
 

 

 

CHESS CLUB 

 
In order for Chess Club to continue in SY 2010-2011 one or 

two people are needed to co-chair with Valerie Paul. USA 

Chess provides the instructors and all registration forms and 

checks are sent directly to USA Chess. The main 

responsibilities of the co-chairs would be to coordinate the 

rooms, liaison with the school and USA Chess, and be present at 

the chess meetings. This last duty would be rotated between the 

chairs. Please note Chess Club can meet before school at 7 or 

after school!  Anyone interested should contact Valerie Paul at 

valadina@yahoo.com  

 
 

 
 

 KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION   

Mark your calendars and grab your cameras...Kindergarten graduation 

will be May 27th at 9:00 a.m.   

 

PTA Life Members   

The RCE PTA recognized and awarded the following individuals 

PTA Life Member Awards.  This award is given to RCE PTA 

members who have exemplified outstanding volunteerism and 

commitment to the RCE PTA through their years at RCE.  These 

individuals have served in many areas throughout their tenure at 

RCE and have left their footprint in the RCE PTA pages of history.  

Thank you for all you have contributed to the school.  The 2009-

2010 RCE PTA Life Member are: 

*  Beth Craig 

*  Katherine Dawson 

*  Brandy Demeris 

*  Leslie Mathias 

*  Patty Moses 

*  Eleanor Sheldon 

*  Liz Weaver 

*  Caia Zapater 

This year, we also recognized a very special individual.  Ann 

Chittick was given the RCE PTA Outstanding Volunteer Award 

for her seven years of volunteer service at Rummel Creek 

Elementary.  Ms. Chittick, Davis Palmie's Grandmother, has 

come to RCE every Friday for seven years and made copies for 

her grandson's grade level.  She is very appreciated by all, and 

her commitment is amazing.  Thank you so much for all you have 

done. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/materials/2011problems.php
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/materials/2011problems.php
mailto:botillar@gmail.com
mailto:valadina@yahoo.com
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2010/2011 UNDERWRITING CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY! 

 

As we wrap up our 2009/2010 school year we are already preparing for our 

business level underwriting campaign for the new 2010/2011 school year! 

As we head into the summer, please give some thought to companies you 

think will  contribute. We have various tiers and advertising levels that will 

appeal to all sizes of businesses. It is a big fundraising year for the PTA next 

year! We also have the ñTree Huggers Ballò, our PTA Auction. 

We are very fortunate to have a loyal and generous business community and 

we count on their support every year to assist the RCE PTA in our efforts to 

improve the quality of education for our children and to empower our 

wonderful teachers with the resources they need. 

Please pass along any business lead you think we should contact, or if you 

yourself have a business and would like to support RCE please contact your 

underwriting chairs; Janet Spann at janetspann@comcast.net or Karen Miller 

at ejkr@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Thank you Katherine Dawson!! 

Thank you so much, from your 2009-2010 Executive 

Board, for being such a tremendous leader for our 

PTA.  You have worked amazingly hard and have 

moved the PTA forward in many ways.    From the 

Back to School Gatherings to making the PTA 

meetings more informative, you have worked 

diligently to make the PTA an informative resource 

for our parents and teachers.  Thank you so much and 

have a relaxing summer! 

 

mailto:janetspann@comcast.net
mailto:ejkr@sbcglobal.net
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5th Grade Graduation!   

Blast off! Reach For the Stars! Is the theme for this yearôs graduating class of 5
th
 graders. Here 

are the details: 

Date: Tuesday, June 1 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location: RCE Gym 

Guest Speaker: CAPTAIN EUGENE A. CERNAN USN (Ret.) 

Captain Cernan has the distinction of being the second American to walk on the moon 

and the last astronaut to have ever walked on the moon. 

A reception for graduates and their families will follow graduation in the courtyard outside the gym.  

Boogie Down Brittmoore will again be the last day of school on Wednesday, June 2 beginning at 12:15. School 

is out for all students at noon. The ONLY way this tradition can continue is for the students and their families to 

follow the rules to make it fun and safe for everyone involved. You will want this for your kids who will be 5th 

graders some dayé.please, please take note of the rules below.  

Both graduation and Boogie Down Brittmoore take a large number of volunteers and your help is needed. 

Please contact the people below if you can help: 

 - Graduation Set Up and Tear Down-Kelly Taff or Michelle Airola 

 - Reception-Lisa Jones 

 - Boogie Down Brittmoore-Brandy Demeris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

BOOGIE DOWN BRITTMOORE BALLOONS! 

     

If you would like to purchase already filled water balloons they are $9.00/100 filled balloons. Please call Filled 

Water Balloons Company at 713-494-7861 or order on their website at www.filledwaterballoons.com. 

All orders must be place by Friday, May 28. No exceptions. 

Delivery will be at RCE parent drive in two shifts: 

     Last name A-G pick up on Tuesday, June 1 between 4:00-5:00 pm 

     Last name H-Z pick up on Wednesday, June 2 between 9:30-10:30 am 

 

 

http://www.filledwaterballoons.com/
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The Surf w as UP for Field 

Day!  

We want to give  

a  big Shout -Out to:  

HEB  
And  

Smoothie King  
For making the treats  

Totally Tubular!!!  

And  

 special thanks to an awesome team of 

volunteers who put up with being soaked in the 

hot sun ! 

Especially  my two bi g Kahunas:  

Kristy Lancaster  

And  

Deb Kopp!!  
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Summer Literacy Ideas from Cathy Roth  

 As summer fast approaches and the days heat up, here are some ideas for literacy work with your children.  

First, reading and writing are a social event. Kids need to know why they are reading and/or writing and who 

they will talk with about their book and who will read their writing. So the best way to engage kids in reading 

for summer is to participate in a book club. This can be done within your family or neighborhood. Children or 

the family can all read the same book or different books by the same author or different books all about the 

same topic. Decide what to read, how much to read and the starting point for the conversation. The rest will take 

care of itself!  

Second, the best way to entice children to write is to write to a real person with a real purpose in mind; so, pen 

pals are the answer! This can be done electronically through email or a blog or through regular snail mail.  

Students can write to another person telling them all about what they are doing each day. Also, encourage your 

child to keep a notebook handy where they can write down the things that happen each day so they remember 

what to write to their pen pal. Receiving an email or a real letter in the mail will motivate your child to return 

the communication and youôre off and running!  

Lastly, encourage your child to read óbooks in a seriesôðthese are books by the same author that are connected 

by character, problem, or setting. Kids love to get hooked on a series and cry out for the next one! And, setting 

aside time each day for journalingðin pictures and/or wordsðwill keep the creative juices flowing all through 

the summer! 

Have a terrific summer and weôll see you in August!  

Cathy Roth 

Language Arts School Improvement Specialist  
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Special Thanks to the 2009-2010 YEARBOOK COMMITTEE!!! 

A FEW extra books will be available for $40.  First come First served ï Must 

secure purchase with check made payable to RCE -write óyearbookô in the 

memo. 

Please email apickell@earthlink.net if you wish to purchase a book. 

Our FANTASTIC, awesome, dedicated and talented 

COMMITTEE includes:  

Andria Francis  

Caia Zapater  

Carrie Pickell  

Jody Goldstein  

Julie McMahon  

Karen Alberstad t  

Kim Wood  

Mercedes Perez -Meyer  

Rebecca New  

 

 

Our Models: 

Kelly Baker 

mailto:apickell@earthlink.net

